Youth Leadership Fund – Scaling Up Grants Programme (England)


The Youth of Today Leadership Fund has been set up to fill outstanding gaps in the provision of leadership opportunities available to young people. 

The fund is managed by The Young Foundation whose mission is to increase accessibility and raise the standard of youth leadership opportunities offered by third sector organisations across England.

Up to 30 grants of between £5,000 and £20,000 are available.

The grants aim to:

· help more young people take on leadership roles in their community

· create more opportunities for young people to influence the decisions affecting them

· raise the quality of youth leadership opportunities

· enable small organisations to grow

· fund innovative projects that are unlikely to find funding from other sources

The funders would prefer to award grants to:

· organisations that operate at a local level, particularly grassroots organisations that have grown from the community to address a specific community need or gap

· independent community based projects,

· organisations with a turnover of less than £1million

Organisations do not have to be a registered charity, but do have to have social aims written into the constitution and an asset lock on any profits to ensure profits are directed towards fulfilling these social aims. Eligible organisations include voluntary and community organisations, charities, social enterprises, housing associations, cooperatives and mutuals. 

The grant should be used to develop and expand youth leadership programmes – including delivery costs, staff costs and small capital items (up to 20% of the grant). The funders:

· recognise full cost recovery 

· welcome applications from projects that require 100% funding

· will consider projects that have match-funding but they would prefer to be a significant funder

The key areas in applications should be:

· The development of young people’s ‘social and emotional learning’

· Opportunities for young people to reflect on their learning

· Programmes that are flexible for young people to enable them to take part

· Programmes that aspire to be or are youth-led.

· Programmes that have real potential to maximise youth leadership

Applications will be assess against the following generic criteria:

· Social impact
· Innovation

· Sustainability

· Scalability

· Organisation (governance etc)

The closing date is 31st July 2009
For more information visit http://www.theyouthoftoday.org/scaling or call 0845 605 0240.
