Developing and Defending Youth Work: A Workshop

Monday 15th June, 10.00 to 13.30

St John’s Church Hall, Grainger Street, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE1 5JG

Opening speaker: Bernard Davies

This workshop has been organised as part of the In Defence of Youth Work initiative, set in motion in February 2009 with the circulation of an open letter, which can be found at: http://indefenceofyouthwork.wordpress.com/tag/youth-work/  The letter argues that we should seize the opportunity to question afresh the state of youth work today - in the current climate of increasing regulation and managerialism in youth work; the changes being brought about through integrated children’s and young people’s services; commissioning of youth services by local authorities; and the impact of the economic crisis. This event is one of a series of regional meetings being held across the country to explore the current issues for those working in the youth work field and to consider ways to move forward. We warmly invite all those involved in youth work as volunteers, workers, young people, managers and policy makers to attend the workshop and participate in the discussions and debates. Recommendations from the workshop will be circulated and taken forward as part of the wider In Defence of Youth Work initiative. The workshop is free and includes lunch. Funding has been provided by Durham University Community and Youth Work Studies Unit; University of Sunderland Centre for Children, Young People and Families; and Teesside University. Catering will be provided by Scotswood Area Strategy and Bakery. The organisers are: Don McDonald (Scotswood Area Strategy), Keeks McGarry (local authority training officer) & Sarah Banks (Durham University).  

​10.00 
Coffee

10.15 
Bernard Davies will open the event, followed by several short presentations from local practitioners.

11.15 
Work in discussion groups on questions, such as:

· What are the distinctive features of youth work?

· What are the main threats and opportunities in the current climate?

· What strategies as individuals and collectively should we adopt to defend and develop what's good about youth work?

· Do we endorse the In Defence of Youth Work open letter?  

12.00 
Feedback from groups

12.30 
The way forward - agreeing an action plan

13.00 
Lunch

BERNARD DAVIES has been involved in youth work over many years as a practitioner, manager, trainer, policy-maker, researcher, writer and trade unionist. He has published widely on young people and youth work, including: Threatening Youth; Youth Work: A Manifesto for Our Times; and A History of the Youth Service in England.  Bernard will mention the results of his recent inquiry with Bryan Merton into the state of youth work: http://www.dmu.ac.uk/Images/Squaring%20the%20Circle_tcm6-50166.pdf
THE VENUE is St John the Baptist’s Church Hall, in the centre of Newcastle, at the bottom of Grainger Street, less than a minute's walk from Newcastle Central Station & 3 minutes' walk from Monument. The nearest metro station is Central Station. For a map, see: http://stjohnthebaptistnewcastle.com/contactus.html
BOOKINGS – in order for us to plan lunch, please register your intention to attend and state any specific dietary or access requirements by contacting: pearl@thestrategy.org or 0191 2742429, ask for Pearl or Don.  

